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Stand Up for Public Education

We all see the national 
headlines that are full of 
doom and gloom about 
America’s public schools 
and the achievement of 
our students. While I could 
go into many variables that 
impact scoring trends, like 
the increased number of 
students taking the exam 
(lower participation gener-
ally leads to higher scores), 
rising levels of poverty, 
growing language barriers, 
and low levels of parental 
education and social factors 
that plague our more urban 
neighborhoods, I would 
like to focus on the fact 
that our public schools and 
the students they serve are 
achieving more today than 
ever before in the history of 
public education. This is true 
despite the fact that many 
would like for you to believe 

that our public schools are 
failing.

In Rick DuFour’s most 
recent book, “In Praise of 
American Educators: And 
How They Can Become Even 
Better,” Dr. DuFour defends 
the work of today’s educa-
tors in light of the many failed 
attempts of “reformers” to 
improve public education. 
DuFour puts our mission into 

perspective with his state-
ment, “Our profession will 
not benefit from either unlov-
ing critics or uncritical lovers.”

In Dr. DuFour’s book he 
points out many examples 
of why we can’t just allow 
the critics to portray public 
education as a failure with-
out proactively providing 
real evidence to the con-
trary. This evidence includes 
many factors such as re-
cord high school gradua-
tion rates, more students 
than ever taking and suc-
ceeding in more rigorous 
classes, steady improve-
ment in test scores, contin-
ued parent satisfaction with 
his/her public schools, posi-
tive feedback from students 
about the important factor 

••••••••• see page three

Mark Your
 Calendar

Strengthening the connection between School and community

parent-teacher 
conferences

February 11, 2016
1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

ElEmEntary parEnts 
please contact your

 teacher for an appointment

middlE school/high 
school parEnts

you have an open invitation 
during these hours

Superintendent Spotlight • David Lawrence

“No, America’s schools 
are not failing. We 
are achieving some 
of the best results 

ever witnessed in our 
country in some of the 

most challenging times.”



What advice would you 
give to the next president 

of the United States?
“I want t

hem to 

be ni
ce, d

on’t 

yell, 
and don’t 

be un
kind”

Make the kids 
have more
 recess!”

“He sh
ould do 

what Sq
uanto

 

did to th
e 

Pilgri
ms. He 

was 

being
 nice 

to 

them!”

“He could find

 everyone 
in the 

world and give them
 

Christmas Presents
. If 

you ask him something 

he would do it. 

Probably, i
t would be 

cool if he cam
e to our 

school. He could
 teach 

us stuff ab
out him.”
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We asked elkhorn kindergartners...

Cecilya

HunterGabby

Avery

844-XTREAM3

EXPERIENCE INTERNET AND TV  
IN A WHOLE NEW WAY
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Our Mission
The mission of the Excelsior 
Springs School District, in 
partnership with students, 
parents and community, 

is to assure a focused and 
challenging curriculum that will 
monitor progress and provide 
a comprehensive system of 

support to prepare all students 
for their next level of learning

cont’d from page one ••••

of teacher-student relation-
ships, and a focus on meeting 
the needs of a diverse student 
population like this nation has 
never seen before in its history.

Critics of public education 
point out a perceived lack of 
student performance in the 
context of No Child Left Be-
hind (NCLB), and international 
assessments like the Program 
for International Assessment 
(pIsa) to sway public opinion 
against our schools. A look 
into the data associated with 
American students’ perfor-
mance reveals consistent im-
provement.

NCLB mandated that ev-
ery student be proficient in 
mathematics and reading by 
2014. You may not know that 
in the state of Missouri “profi-
cient” has always been associ-
ated with “above grade level” 
performance. so missouri is 
not saying that all students 
will reach an average level of 
achievement but rather they 
would all perform above aver-
age. schools, or even an en-
tire school district, would be 
deemed “failing” if as few as 
30 students within a disag-
gregated subgroup were not 
proficient in either reading or 
math. This includes children 
with identified learning dis-
abilities forced to take the as-
sessments without normal ac-
commodations, children who 
struggle with the English lan-
guage, those that bring their 
challenges of a life of poverty 

into the classrooms. As edu-
cators, we do not use these 
factors as excuses but they 
need to be acknowledged as 
variables that could impact the 
rate of improvement.

The National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) 
is a congressionally mandat-
ed assessment of 9, 13 and 
17 year olds given every four 
years. Results of the NAEP 
are typically shared as part of 
the Nation’s Report Card and 
used by many to tell the story 
of a failing public school sys-
tem. There are some things 
you should know about NAEP. 
For instance, did you know 
that the standards assessed 
by NAEP are determined by a 
26-member governing board 
appointed by the U.s. secre-
tary of Education? Of the 26 
members there are only six 
practitioners, four members 
of the public and the rest are 
made up of politicians and 
state education officials. This 
governing board sets the stan-
dards in isolation without the 
value of experts and with no 
effort to truly verify the assess-
ment’s validity. As a result, the 
NAEP scoring levels are set at 
what most identify as impos-
sibly high.  An example of evi-
dence provide by Dr. DuFour 
includes the fact that Ameri-
can fourth and eighth graders 
scored in the top 10 percent in 
the world on the 2011 Trends 
in International Mathematics 
and science study (tImss) as-
sessments, while the Nation’s 
Report Card reported only 33 

percent of fourth-graders were 
proficient and 7 percent ad-
vanced in math according to 
the NAEP. 

Agency after agency has 
come out denouncing the 
NAEP and its flawed approach 
to setting standards of assess-
ment and scoring levels. In 
fact, in 2001 Congress man-
dated that NAEP results come 
with a disclaimer that achieve-
ment levels only be used on a 
trial basis and interpreted with 
caution. They never have. In 
essence the NAEP exists to 
paint a picture of failure for 
those who wish to believe it.

Critics of American public 
education love to compare 
the achievement of our stu-
dents to those from around the 
world on the Program for Inter-
national student assessment 
(pIsa). this is an international 
assessment given to a random 
sample of 15-year-olds ev-
ery three years in the areas of 
reading, math and science. Be-
sides the fact that our country 
provides every citizen a right 
to free and appropriate public 
education, one of the biggest 
impacts on American scores 
as compared to the other 34 
nations compared, poverty 
is one factor that is not taken 
in account for in comparing 
countries. 

Of all the nations participat-
ing in the pIsa assessments, 
the United states has by far the 
largest number of students liv-
ing in poverty. Finland has ap-
proximately 3 percent poverty 
rate. If pIsa scores just from 

American schools with up to 
10 percent of their students 
living in poverty were com-
pared to Finland’s, American 
student achievement far ex-
ceeds Finland’s. If the United 
states’ schools with up to 25 
percent of students living in 
poverty were considered a na-
tion, the United states would 
still rank first in the world 
among industrialized coun-
tries (Rebell & Wolff, 2012).  
Nearly 20 percent of Ameri-
can schools serve student 
populations with more than 
75 percent of students living in 
poverty. These schools consis-
tently scored near the bottom 
and drag down our national 
average (shyamalan, 2013).

If you look around the state 
of Missouri and locate the 
school districts that are strug-
gling, without exception, you 
will find high rates of poverty. 
It is a real factor that deserves 
support, not criticisms, from 
our state legislators, state offi-
cials, and local school districts.

No, America’s schools are 
not failing. We are achieving 
some of the best results ever 
witnessed in our country in 
some of the most challenging 
times. We must stay in touch 
with reality and at the same 
time strive for continuous im-
provement. 

If you have any questions or 
comments please feel free to 
contact me at 816-630-9200, 
d lawrence@est igers .k12.
mo.us, or simply stop by for a 
visit at 300 W. Broadway.



Local school board mem-
bers are elected to govern 
the 500+ school districts in 
Missouri and to be leaders 
and champions for public ed-
ucation in their communities. 
They come from all walks 
of life and are as diverse as 
the communities they serve. 
The most important respon-
sibility of school boards is to 
work with their communities 
to improve student achieve-
ment in their local public 
schools. They serve as the 

bridge between the com-
munity and the professional 
educators in the district. 
school boards derive their 
power and authority from 
the state. In compliance with 
state and federal laws, school 
boards establish policies and 
regulations by which their 
local schools are governed. 
Among other things, the 
school board is responsible 
for:

• employing and evaluat-
ing the superintendent

• developing and adopt-
ing policies and the budget

•establishing the overall 
goals and direction of the 
school district

school boards are not re-
sponsible for the day-to-day 
management of the school 
district. That job is left to 
the professional educators 
hired by the school board. 
In Missouri the vast major-
ity of school boards consist 
of seven members. Most 
school board members serve 

three-year terms and school 
board elections are held in 
April. There are no term lim-
its for school board members 
in missouri. school board 
members in Missouri receive 
no pay for their service. 
Research shows effective 
school boards have a direct 
impact on improving student 
achievement in their districts 
through the expectations 
they set and the policies 
they adopt. (missouri school 
Board Association, 2016)

Pres. Tray Harkins 2016
Vp troy snelling  2018

Matt Hartwig 2016
steven houck 2017

Terry Krier 2018
Keith Diebold 2017
Kristi shewell 2017

the Role of School Boards

If more than 2 
people file for the 
board, an election 

will be held
 on Tuesday

 April 5th, 2016.

current school 
Board Members

with term end year

 

McDonald’s   - 2221 Happy Lane, Excelsior Springs



What do you do? 
As an Art Teacher, I strive to inspire students 
to be creative while learning how to think 
critically.  My goal is to spark students’ interest 
in the arts, not just locally, but globally.

What is your favorite part of your job?
I love it when students learn how to develop 
their skills and grow.  As an Art Teacher, I am 
able to work with students in kindergarten 
through 5th grade.  That allows me to 
participate in the growth and development 
and see how they flourish while in school.
 
What do you do when you’re not at work?
I like to stay creative!  I like to draw, paint, and 
work with sculpting.  I just love expressing 
myself through art. Even when I meet up with 
friends, we always give each other gifts that 
are handmade or created just for that person.

What advice do you have for
 parents of art students?
I would encourage parents to discuss their 
student’s artwork with them.  Instead of asking 
“what is it?” try asking them to “tell me about 
this.”  This allows students to describe their 
picture in a way that relates the art from their 
perspective.

– Westview Elementary Art Teacher –

Traci Piersonpotlight
  taffS

  Member SIPC

IRT-1435B-A

 
 

Brian L Yarbrough, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

2400 Vintage Court
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
816-630-1777

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Having More Retirement  
Accounts is Not the Same  
as Having More Money.
When it comes to the number of retirement accounts you have, 
the saying “more is better” is not necessarily true. In fact, if you 
hold multiple accounts with various brokers, it can be difficult to 
keep track of your investments and to see if you’re properly 
diversified.* At the very least, multiple accounts usually mean 
multiple fees.

Bringing your accounts to Edward Jones could help solve all 
that. Plus, one statement can make it easier to see if you’re 
moving toward your goals.

*Diversification does not guarantee a profit or protect against loss.

To learn why consolidating your retirement accounts 
to Edward Jones makes sense, call your local finan-
cial advisor today.

IRT-1435B-A

Brian L Yarbrough, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

2400 Vintage Court
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
816-630-1777

Brian L Yarbrough, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
2400 Vintage Ct.
Excelsior Springs, MO 
816-630-1777 

David J. Faltys, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
133 Crown Hill Rd
Excelsior Springs, MO
816-630-9442

Member SDIC

Call or visit either of our Financial  Advisors in the Excelsior Springs area.

To find an Edward Jones office near you, 
call 1-800-ED-JONES



When the general public thinks 
of homelessness, they think of peo-
ple that do not have a home.  Those 
people may be living in their cars, in 
a park, or in a homeless shelter.  The 
definition of homelessness for a 
school district is different than that.   
Although it does include those that 
live in their car or in a shelter, it also 
includes families that had a house 
fire and are staying with another 
family or friend.  It includes those 
that lost their house to eviction 
or foreclosure, and that are stay-
ing in a hotel. It even includes kids 
that are either kicked out of their 
home by their parents, or kids that 
run away from home because they 
don’t want to follow the rules.   

Every school district must follow 
a law called the McKinney-Vento 

Act.  This is a federal law that was 
put in place to help support kids 
that may be experiencing home-
lessness.  Each school district, in-
cluding ours, has a homeless liaison 
that is trained to provide services 
and support.  If a student is classi-
fied as homeless and living outside 
our school district boundaries, the 
homeless liaison will work with the 
student and their family, if appli-
cable, to provide transportation to 
get them to and from school.  A stu-
dent that experiences homeless au-
tomatically is eligible to receive free 
breakfast and lunch at school.  If a 
student needs clothing or school 
supplies to help them be success-
ful in school, we will provide those 
things.  If they need assistance 
getting food, healthcare, mental 
health help, or dental care, we can 
assist with that.  There are many 
resources within the school district 

and in the community that a family 
or our students may be referred to 
in order for them to be successful 
in school.  If a student just needs 
someone to talk to about what 
they are going through outside of 
school, we have counselors, a social 
worker, and teachers that are will-
ing to listen and provide the extra 
support.  The ultimate goal is to 
get a student through school and 
graduate, despite what may be go-
ing on outside of school.  

In the 2014-2015 school year, 
we had a senior that was homeless.  
She was living on her own, couch 
surfing from home to home, and 
had a child.  This student said that 
giving up was not an option for her.  
When her car blew a tire and teach-
ers found out about it, they jumped 
into action trying to help her.  If she 
didn’t have a car, she couldn’t get 
her child to daycare, which would 

then cause her to miss school.  With 
McKinney-Vento funds, the school 
district was able to pay for a new 
tire, and she went on to graduate 
from high school.  Currently, she is 
working and attending college. She 
has her own apartment for her and 
her child.  She said that the support 
that she received at school helped 
her go on to graduate.  She always 
knew that if she needed something, 
she could come to someone at the 
high school to get the resources 
she needed.  

Currently, we have over 110 
students that fall under McKinney-
Vento.  Our numbers increase every 
year, due to better identification by 
school officials or outside factors.  
So when you think about the sup-
port that our children need to grow 
up, sometimes their home is simply 
where their heart is.

Where their         
  heart is….

      By Kim Curtis

Discover And Explore
COME EXPERIENCE FIRST HAND WHAT IT’S 
LIKE TO BE A PARK UNIVERSITY PIRATE!

1-ON-1 WEEKENDS
These special weekend dates are for students looking to get details one-on-one with
an admissions counselor. RSVP early for these dates as space is limited.
JANUARY 23, 2016  |  FEBRUARY 19, 2016

•  Mingle with devoted faculty and staff
•  Have some fun and get valuable admissions information
•  Learn about scholarship opportunities ranging from $1,000 to full tuition
•  Tour Park’s amazing campus with one of our student ambassadors

PIRATE PREVIEW
Find out what it’s really like to live and learn like a Pirate.

MARCH 19, 2016  |  APRIL 16, 2016

JUNIOR OVERNIGHT EXPERIENCE
High school juniors are invited to experience the life of a Pirate during an overnight 
visit at Park University. During this visit students will spend the night on campus 
with Park student hosts and experience life on campus “after hours”. The overnight 
experience begins Friday afternoon and concludes Saturday after our Pirate Preview.

APRIL 15, 2016 

DISCOVER MORE! VISIT US TODAY AT PARK.EDU/VISIT



the class of 2015 had 199 graduates. 
after high school,  many of them went on to 

pursue postsecondary education.  
We thought it would be interesting to follow 

up and see just where they went.  here are the 
numbers for those that we could find:

metropolitan community colleges – 38                   
University of missouri-Kansas city – 9                    
missouri state University – 8                                      
missouri Western state University – 6
northwest missouri state University – 6
mo. University of science & technology – 5 
University of central missouri– 5 
University of missouri – columbia – 3 
stephens college – 2 
itt technical institute – 1 
Johnson county community college – 1
lindenwood University – 1 
midamerica nazarene University – 1
oklahoma state University – 1
park University – 1
pittsburg state University – 1
san diego state University – 1 
truman state University – 1
University of california-los angeles – 1
University of Kansas – 1
navy – 1
army – 1

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow 
belongs to those who prepare for it today. “ -Malcolm X 

Located near 
Hibbetts and 

Dollar Tree

$899$899
OFFER EXPIRES: 03/31/16 OFFER EXPIRES: 03/31/16 
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KEEp Up With thE school district at
 WWW.FacEBooK.com/Essd40 and WWW.Essd40.com

esh Physician clinics

Kathy Tang-Beltran, DO Chris Wier, FNP Robert Buzard, MD Teresa Short, FNP Colleen Britt, MSN, FNP-C H. Andrew Pickett, MD
ESH Physicians Clinic

816.630.6722
1010 N. Jesse James Rd.,

 Excelsior Springs

ESH Physicians Clinic
816.637.8900

1236 N. Jesse James Rd., 
Excelsior Springs

ESH Physicians Clinic 
 Lawson 

816.580.0055
613 W. 6th St., Lawson

ALL ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS • MoN-FrIdAy: 8:30 A.M.-5 P.M.

esh health 
exPress

Providing assistance for:  
Minor Illnesses  • Wellness and Physical Exams 

Skin Conditions • Health Conditions • Immunizations
Monitoring • Minor Injuries  • And More

coming 

soon!

1645 Kearney Rd. (inside Price Chopper grocery store)
Phone: 816-637-2050 • Fax: 816-637-2045


